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"We could have spent days picking up rubbish on the side of the river."
– Hydrogeologist Ric Horobin on the prevalence of plastic waste in the Beaufort Delta river system, page 3.
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Ric and Abi Horobin aren't your average 
Northern tourists. 

The couple, who visited from the United 
Kingdom, originally planned to spend three 
weeks canoeing in Canada's North. 

But Ric Horobin, a hydrogeologist and 
water resources expert for UK environmental 
consultancy Arcadis, realized it was a perfect 
opportunity to do a little bit of research into 
microplastic levels in Canada's Northern riv-
ers. 

Horobin's brother-in-law works for the 
University of Hull, who partially funded the 
study and pointed out the lack of research 
into the levels of microplastics in mostly-
untouched environments. 

"We got to talking and we realized a lot 
of the research that's being done is on rivers 
that are heavily polluted like the Indus, the 
Ganges, a lot of the far East Asian rivers," 
said Horobin. "What's not well understood is 
if that exists everywhere. We don't know if 
there is microplastic contamination in what 
should be pristine environments. On the basis 
of that, I suggested that it might be interest-
ing to look at sampling for microplastic as we 
went down the rivers."

Microplastics are small pieces of plastics, 
less than a few millimeters in length, which 
can cause harm to aquatic life.

"A lot of the really microscopic bits of 
plastic comes from the breakdown of bigger 
stuff like bottles ... and the wear of tires," said 
Horobin. "It is a problem for marine inverte-
brates, but what's really not known is whether 
microplastic contamination is a problem for 
humans."

The Horobins began their expedition in 
McClusky Lakes, Yukon, canoeing down 
the Wind River to the Peel River, where 
they eventually took the Mackenzie River to 
Inuvik. 

"The premise of the expedition was, 'can 
we find nothing?'" he said. "We want to dem-
onstrate that there still places out there that 
are clean."

Horobin said they collected water and 
mud samples from all along the rivers and 
will take them back to the UK for testing.

Part of their expedition was to ensure 

they were reducing their own environmental 
impact as much as possible. They also hoped 
to pick up and properly dispose of any trash 
they found along the way. 

"Quite regularly, when we stopped, we'd 
find small pieces of plastic. As we came 
further down stream, we didn't see anything 
on the river until we got 100-km outside of 
Fort McPherson, then we started to see bits 
of plastic all over the banks," said Horobin. 
"Beyond there, everyday we saw pieces of 
plastic everywhere. If we're seeing lots of 
pieces of plastic from the canoe, there's prob-
ably a lot more plastic that we're not seeing."

Horobin said they did their best to pick up 
as much as possible, but added that cleaning 

up the rivers could be an expedition all on 
its own.

"We could have spent days picking up rub-
bish on the side of the river. We did the best 
we could ... you can't stop and pick up abso-
lutely everything, it's just too much," he said. 
"I'm not criticizing anybody for it, because it's 
not about that. It's simply about demonstrat-
ing that this is a problem."

Horobin is completing this study as an 
ambassador for Big Blue Ocean Cleanup, a 
global non-profit that aims to clean up oceans 
and coastlines around the world. He said once 
the samples are tested and the results are in, 
he will be writing a report on their findings 
and sharing it with local organizations.

Did we get it wrong?
Inuvik Drum is committed to getting facts and 

names right. With that goes a commitment to acknow-
ledge mistakes and run corrections. If you spot an 
error in Inuvik Drum, contact the editor at (867) 777-
4545 or email inuvikdrum@nnsl.com.

Ric and Abi Horobin canoed from McClusky Lakes to Inuvik over 
three weeks to gather water samples for their study

Canoers study plastics 
in Northern rivers
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northern news Services
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A photo of the Ric and Abi Horobin's canoe on the Upper Wind River, shot on a drone.
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Abi Horobin, left, and Ric Horobin stand outside their cabin at Inuvik's 
Arctic Chalet after completing their canoe expedition.
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Funding for Native Women's  
Association housing project

The Native Women's Association of the 
Northwest Territories (NWA NWT) is set to 
receive $200,000 to fund a three-year housing 
project. 

According to a news release from Status of 
Women Canada, NWA NWT will work with 
the Government of the Northwest Territories 
and the City of Yellowknife to create systemic 
change within the housing supports network. 

The project will aim to add new insights 
on Indigenous women and homelessness and 
implement culturally- and gender-appropriate 
responses to poverty reduction and ending 
homelessness. 

"We are pleased that the Government of 
Canada is supporting this project and our 
efforts to help more women achieve economic 
security and prosperity," said Liza Charlo-
Pieper, NWA NWT president. "We believe that 
in helping women and their families find hous-
ing, we are also helping our whole community 
grow and prosper." 

Inaugural Indigenous  
Women's Leadership Summit  

to take place in November
The inaugural Indigenous Women's Leader-

ship Summit is set to take place in Gatineau, 
Quebec and Ottawa November 15 to 17. 

According to the summit's website, Indigen-
ous women from across Canada will meet at 
the summit to connect and share their stories of 
development and gather insight to face leader-
ship challenges. 

Keynote presentations, panel discussions 
and group exercises will be part of the event. 

The summit is being organized by mother-
daughter duo Laurie Sterritt and Nicole Taylor-
Sterritt with the aim of bringing women togeth-
er to create a supportive leadership network.

Entrepreneurs, business leaders, educators, 
politicians and community leaders are invited 
to attend the summit.

Interested participants can register on the 
Indigenous Women's Leadership Summit web-
site. 

Feds to launch Indigenous 
Homes Innovation Challenge  

The Government of Canada is launching the 
Indigenous Homes Innovation Challenge this 
fall in order to engage with Indigenous com-

munities regarding housing needs. 
The challenge will award a total of $30 

million in prize money for new builds over 
three rounds to reward creative approaches to 
the design and construction of Indigenous-led 
housing projects, according to a press release 
from Indigenous Services Canada.

The challenge will be led by the Indigen-
ous Steering Committee, which is composed 
of seven First Nations, Metis, Inuit and urban 
Indigenous experts. 

The challenge builds on the launch of the 
Smart Cities Challenge in fall 2017, which gar-
nered 20 project applications from Indigenous 
communities. 

Proposals submitted to the challenge must 
be led by Indigenous communities or organiza-
tions and will be accepted until winter 2019. 

Liza Charlo-
Pieper, president 
of the Native 
Women's 
Association of 
the Northwest 
Territories.
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